GEORGE MEINCHINE "I'ORTY-NINLR".

My father, George Menchine, wes born in Wrexhem, Wales, in I1832.
He came to this country in I848 .ccompnnied by his father end
mother, four sisters and two brotherr.lis third, and youngest

. brother, Williom, was born in New York. My grcndfather, was an

importer and dealer in streaw braid, uwscd in the manufactare of straw -

hats, and I have heard my father say that os there wes no market
for straw braid in the City of New Yoric he was compelled to sell
this commodity in the City of Zaltimore. Baltimore was then snd is
now the chief city in the munufecture oné sale of etlraw hets.

In I649-1850 while the "gol¢ fever” wes 8% i1ts height George
Menchine went out to California by prcicet from lew York, via Cape
Horn, accompanied by his two brothere, John ard Joseph eng a Ur.
Adams oF West Chester County, N.Y. wh> subsequently married my
father's favorite sister Flors. These hardy forty-niners returned
to New York from the CGolden West by wey of the Overlsnd Route in
I1857-I858 after having bcecn unusually successful in "psnning for
gold™ &nd efter having sold their intereste in their golé mine or
claim.

Contemporary records show that the berk Hemilton from Sag
Herbor, H.Y. sailed Ootober Z5th. I849, reaching Ssn Francisco,by
way of Cape Horn, on MerobhI&th? 1I850. This wes brobably the
boat on which the voyege to Sen Francisco wae made. It required
approximately f£ive months to reach San Frencisco from Hew York via
Cape Horn.

The journey overlend from £t. Louis, lo. over the Oregon-
Californis treil end scross the grest American desert to Hangtown
or Placerville, California, a distsnce of two thousand miles, wee
acoomplished in from three and ore-half to four months.

George llektchine was beiweer: seventeen and eighteen yeers of
age when he w-at ouv to California and between 25 snd 26 years old
when the parvy returned to New York.

Records in my possession show that on October 22, 1867, Loulssa
Menchine, mother of George Menchine, deposited in the U.S. Assay
Office, New York City, 232.06. ounces "Californis gold bullion™
for which she received %4, B72.34. in gold ocoins. A& torn memorsndum
dated IBB8 shows that George Menchine rcceived from the U.S. Aesay
Office $II1,I149.54. for gold bullion deosited there, end other
memoranda chow vaerious psyments in gold ooin made to George and
Jobhn Menchine in the months of Mey ané September I860.

George Menchine diecd in Washington, D. C. Januaery I8th., I904
aged 74 ycurs.
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